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INTRODUCTION

The Environment Protection Act 1996 (the Act) provides for the management,
conservation, protection and improvement of the environment, the prevention of
control of pollution, the assessment of the impact of economic development on the
environment, and the sustainable use of natural resources.

One of the functions of the Environmental Protection Agency, established in the Act,
is to prevent or control environmental pollution, as well as to ensure that any
developmental activity which may cause an adverse effect on the natural
environment be assessed before the activity commences.

0BJECTIVE

The purpose of this toolkit is to provide guidance and encourage the use of the best
health and safety management practices and cost-effective technologies to improve
environmental conditions in the workplace and surrounding community.

It also identifies measures to be taken to reduce or prevent pollution-related issues
associated with swine rearing, poultry rearing, spray painting and mechanic
workshops.



ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY

The Environmental Protection Agency was
established on June 5, 1996 , under the
Environmental Protection Agency Act, Cap
20:05, Laws of Guyana.

The Act also gave the Agency authority to
established a governing Board of Directors.

The Agency's work enables Guyana to
contribute to a Global and National
environmental protection and conservation.

OUR MANDATE

To oversee the effective management,
conservation, protection and improvement of the
environment. It also requires that the Agency
takes the necessary measures to ensure the
prevention and control of pollution, assessment
of the impact of economic activities on the
environment and the sustainable use of natural




WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL
PERMIT?

An Environmental Permit is prescribed process licence, an Environmental
Permit, a construction permit or an operating permit granted by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

WHY IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT
NEEDED?

An Environmental Permit is required by law for any activity that may have
significant impact to the environment; the Environmental Protection Act Cap.
20:05, Laws of Guyana. The process ensures that development is conducted in
the most sustainable way possible by mandating investors to identify the
major impacts of an investment project and determine the best measures or
alternatives that can be put in place to prevent or mitigate negative impacts.
Additionally, through the environmental permit process, it is determined
whether or not an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is needed before
granting the Environmental Permit. This is another important process which is
required to be completed by investors who are planning projects that will have
significant adverse effects on environmental, social and economic well-being.




OPERATIONS WHICH REQUIRE AN
ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT

Facilities Which Store, Treat Or Dispose Of Waste

Development Of Industrial Complexes/Estates

Development Of Water Distribution Facilities

Bodywork/Spray Painting Operation q i

Hotels, Inns, Resorts, Guest Houses

Port & Harbour Development

Auto Electrical/Mechanical

Power Generation Plants

Petroleum Exploration

Construction of Roads

NB: THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE




GENERAL DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

Completed Application Form

Proof of Identification (ID or Passport)

Proof of Land Ownership

Business License

Any Permit or License Received From Other Government Authorities

Project summary/description including a map of the surrounding area

Site Layout
Application Fee

BENEFITS OF HAVING AN EP

An Environmental Permit has many long-term advantages, even for the
investor; you will be guided on addressing impacts before they even occur.
This helps to save time and money, as it prevents conflicts that may arise not
only between investors and authorities but also between the investors and
residents. An EA also legally protects your investment.
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ABOUT THE RDC/NDC

The Regional Democratic Council & Neighbourhood Democratic Council is the
supreme Local Government Organ in each region with the responsibility for the
overall management and administration of the Region and the coordination of the
activities of all Local Democratic Organs within its boundaries.

MANDATE

To provide policy leadership and management to enable Local Democratic Organs
to deliver social, economic and environmental services in communities and to
provide affordable housing solutions, water supply and sanitation services and also
to promote water resource management.

WHAT RDC/NDC SHOULD CONSIDER
WHEN GRANTING APPROVAL
FOR BUSINESSES OF CONCERNS:

SWINE
REARING
MECHANIC OPERATIONS POULTRY
WORKSHOP OF REARING

CONCERN

PAINTING




WHEN SHOULD OPERATORS COME TO THE EPA?

If you are thinking of setting up a swine rearing operation with more than 70
heads of swine then you need to apply to the EEnvironmental Protection Agency
(EPA) for an Environmental Authorisation.

WHY RDC/NDC SHOULD CONSIDER LOCATION
BEFORE GRANTING APPROVAL FOR SWINE
REARING?

In Guyana, many small-scale swine rearing operations are located in close vicinity
to residential areas. The environmental issues associated with this type of
operation becomes a serious problem for surrounding residences.

For new operations, the most suitable location for swine rearing operation
facilities are agriculture areas where there are existing farmlands or/and the
operation is at least 50m (~164ft) downwind from residences, major facilities and
water bodies/water catchments.




POSSIBLE IMPACT
AIR POLLUTION
CONTROLLING AIR POLLUTION

Pens should be well ventilated to avoid the build up of the ammonia scent.

Cover the floor with sawdust to absorb odour.

Provide enough water for animals to reduce the concentration of
ammonia in urine.

Watering ponds for free ranging swine should have an inlet and an out-
flow drain and be regularly flushed to prevent stagnation.

Compost the manure where possible to reduce odour emissions.

Apply all recommended measures concerning waste management.







