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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

APPLICATION FOR SCIENTIFIC AND/OR COMMERCIAL
RESEARCH ON BIODIVERSITY IN THE CO-OPERATIVE
REPUBLIC OF GUYANA


The EPA welcomes Applications from persons interested in conducting research on genetic/biological resources and/or associated traditional knowledge in Guyana.

NOTES TO THE APPLICANT:

1. All sections of this form must be completed (preferably completed electronically) and submitted along with any additional information requested to:
      				The Executive Director
Environmental Protection Agency
Ganges Street
Sophia, Georgetown, Guyana
Telephone: (592) 225-5471
Email: epa@epaguyana.org, Website:www.epaguyana.org

2. A non-refundable application fee of US$75 is required for the processing of each application (plus additional late fee of US$40.00 if research is scheduled to start prior to 3 months of application) according to the Bank of Guyana's daily exchange rate.

3. The applicant should be the principal researcher or the person in whose name the Permit should be granted. The applicant should provide a copy of identification to the EPA, such as an ID card, Driver’s Licence or Passport.

4. Additional information required by the Agency for processing of the application is listed in the Appendix. Further information may be requested if the EPA deems it necessary.
5. Please note that if a Biodiversity Research Permit is issued, it will be prepared in the name of the applicant who has signed this form and has committed to the requirements by doing so. In the event that the Permit Holder should be someone else, kindly indicate this to the EPA in advance on this Application Form.
6. All current sponsors, employers, collaborating institutions, and affiliations with commercial entities, relating to any or all of the researchers, and for the proposed research, must be specified. 

7. Any change in the details of the application (e.g. in the membership of the research team, or current sponsors/institutions), which occurs after approval has been given, should be notified to the EPA;

8. The kinds and quantities of information, samples, specimens, etc. proposed to be collected in the research are expected to be justified by the aims and objectives, etc., of the research, and to bear reasonable relationship to the abundance of any species, etc. 

9. It is recommended that applications be submitted before funding arrangements for the research are finalised with funding agencies or at the latest before the departure of the Research Team to Guyana.

10. If you are intending to conduct research as an individual, you must submit a letter of recommendation from a recognized Institution/Organisation/Society. In the case of student applicants, the name and signature of the supervisor is required (see last page).

11. The Researcher must ensure that all necessary precautions are taken with regards to the health of the Research Team e.g. vaccinations, anti-venom, use of personal protective equipment etc.

12. The Researcher/Research Team must work in accordance with the approved Guidelines for Biodiversity Research at all times.
13. The validity of the Permit is one (1) year unless otherwise requested by the applicant and providing adequate justifications for consideration. 
14. Payment of the Permit Fee and a Refundable fee for the Permit is required before issuance.  






















1. Name of authorised signatory to this application:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Postal address of applicant:
………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Phone number of applicant:
………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Email address of applicant:
………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5. Agency/Institution on behalf of which application is being made (if any) and full address:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Please attach a letter of affiliation of the agency/institution identified in section 5 above. 

7. Descriptive title of the proposed project:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Please attach your full project proposal (see Appendix section for details).

9. Do you intend to travel through or conduct research on lands legally owned or occupied by indigenous or local communities? If yes, please specify the name of the indigenous or local communities and the associated administrative region.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………




10. What type of material/information will be collected? Please tick the appropriate boxes and provide any additional information as applicable.

[ ] Specimen/sample collection of genetic or biological resources. Please complete the table below to summarise your intended specimen samples:

Species name / closest known taxa	Common name	Specimen type (tissue /whole etc.)	Quantity	IUCN status	CITES status
					
					
					
					
					


[ ] Photographs, Recordings (audio and/or video etc.)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

[ ] Traditional knowledge associated with genetic or biological resources. Please complete the table below:
	Name of provider 
	Institution /  indigenous or local community 
	Address
	Contact details (Phone number/email etc.)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




[ ] Other materials/information to be collected (please specify)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. A. Is your project intended for commercial or exclusively academic purposes (academic purposes here refer to only taxonomic, conservation, ecological, biological and biogeographical investigations while commercial purposes here include but are not limited to the use of samples or specimens, photographic and audio-visual materials and illustrations for commercial purposes; chemical, pharmacological and/or biotechnological studies; the use of materials or specimens for propagation or breeding purposes etc.)? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. B. If your project is intended for commercial purposes, please briefly describe the intended use (pharmaceutical, cosmetic, agricultural, industrial, biotechnological etc.), and the projected market value or expected annual revenue of the final product.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

12. Are you formally trained in sampling of genetic/biological resources and/or research ethics? Please attach any relevant certificate, evidence of programme completion, research ethics committee approval, animal ethics committee approval etc.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

13. Provide a time schedule (arrival in/and departure from Guyana, including dates in the hinterland).
     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

14. Please attach the Curriculum Vitae of each individual in your team which should include at least one Guyanese counterpart (inclusive of names, contact details (address, phone number, email etc.), qualifications, experience etc.).

15. Please attach the grant approval of the sponsor (if applicable) and/or a budget proposal (include estimated foreign and local costs and payments to be made to Guyanese counterparts).

16. State briefly any proposed linkage(s) with local institutions (government and non-governmental), indigenous/local communities etc. State whether each institution has been formally approached and indicate (very briefly) their response. Please also attach any evidence of any linkages established (letter of affiliation or collaboration/no objection letter etc.).
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

17. Please indicate if any capacity building/training/workshop will be conducted with Guyanese counterparts during your research/activity:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

18. Give a brief description of the monetary and non-monetary benefits that will accrue to Guyana due to your research/activity. Inclusive of the short term and long-term benefits of your research for Guyana (e.g. cash, royalties, milestone payments, equipment transfer, report sharing, acknowledgement of Guyanese counterparts as co-authors/co-contributors in publications etc. Please note, funds spent locally on services such as hotel accommodation, meals and transportation while conducting field work, is not considered a form of monetary benefit.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

19. Further comments by applicant:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


20. Declaration:
I hereby declare that the information provided in this application is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.
Name of Applicant/Permit Holder				Designation
…………………………………….				…………………………………	
Signature of applicant					Date	
……………………………………..				………………………………..
Signature of supervisor (if applicable)                          
………………………………………..
 Office held in the Agency/Institution
…………………………………………
























Appendix

The following items are required to process the application:

☐ Proof of Identification for Applicant (ID, Passport, Driver License etc.)

☐ Full project proposal; which includes:
· a statement of the objectives – main objectives of the research; why the research/activity should be conducted in Guyana and whether it is for academic or commercial purpose(s).
· the proposed duration and site(s) of the research/activity (precise geographical delineation of the proposed site(s) as possible (village, province, administrative region, geographic coordinates etc.) and include a map);
· a list of all apparatus/equipment/materials (inclusive of any chemicals) that will be used during the research/activity
· the methodology through which the objectives will be achieved;
· the methodology for collecting samples (if applicable);
· a brief description of the benefits that will accrue to Guyana from the research/activity;
· a brief description of the environmental impact of such research/activity and any proposed mitigation measures.
· brief description of the anticipated intermediate and final destinations of all specimen/samples/materials (inclusive of any institution that will receive samples and quality control measures for maintaining the integrity of the samples collected).

☐ Detailed budget proposal and grant (if any)

☐ Curriculum Vitae of each member of the Team 

☐ Research Ethics approval (if research involves human subjects) or Animal Ethics  
    approval (if research involves collecting animal samples) or Research Ethics course 
    certificate or evidence of programme completion or its equivalent. This requirement    
    does not apply to filming permits.

☐ Letter of affiliation of the agency/institution on behalf of which application is being      
     made (if any) and other collaborating agencies/institutions

☐ Approvals from relevant stakeholders (to be identified by EPA):
· Ministry of Amerindian Affairs
· Indigenous communities
· Protected Areas Commission
· Guyana Wildlife Conservation and Management Commission
· Guyana Tourism Authority
·  National Agricultural Research and Extension Institute
☐ Any additional documents required by the EPA
Please be guided accordingly.
THANK YOU AND BEST WISHES WITH YOUR RESEARCH/ACTIVITY
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