o Wellington Park Mangrove Restoration Project

The Guyana Mangrove Restoration Project (GMRP) since its inception has
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aimed to address the decline in mangrove forest area in Guyana. As such
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a number of large-scale mangrove restoration projects were done. The Wellington Park

Mangrove Restoration Project is one of such projects. The primary objective of this project
is to seek the commitment of Guyanese towards the protection and development of

sustainable mangrove forests as an inexpensive form of sea defense.

Ecosystem services provided by Guyana’s mangroves- The mangrove forests of
Guyana provide numerous ecosystem services including stabilization of the Guyanese
shoreline, provision of a buffer from storm surges, sustenance of coastal fisheries and as

a habitat for water birds and other wildlife.
Status of Guyana’s mangroves

Despite their considerable value in terms of ecosystem services, Guyana’s mangrove cover
has declined rapidly in recent years from an estimated 91,000 ha in 1980 to 22,632 ha in
2011, representing a 75 % reduction over a three-decade period. It should be noted that
estimates of Guyana’s mangrove extent vary widely in the literature (Holowell 2009,
Saenger et al. 1983, Snedaker 1986, Spalding et al. 19977) and work is underway to improve

these estimates.
Major factors leading to the decline in Guyana’s mangrove area are:

e Direct conversion of mangrove areas for agriculture;

e Aquaculture;

e Infrastructure (e.g. canals, power lines, bridges and sea walls) and housing
development, uncontrolled mangrove harvesting for firewood; and

e Production of burnt earth for road construction and widespread grazing of

livestock.
The future

The GMRP has planted about 54,000 mangrove plants at Wellington Park. This area has

been helping to stabilize Guyana shorelines and provide a buffer from storm surges.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storm_surge

It is also important to recognize that the scale of the problems facing Guyana’s mangroves
requires an integrated response from the Government of Guyana, of which mangrove
restoration is just one component. This requires recognition of the anthropogenic stresses
impacting Guyana's coastal mangroves. . The Wellington Park Mangrove Restoration
Project is one of such projects that will help to stabilize Guyana shorelines and provide a
buffer from storm surges. It is important to remember that according to the amended
Forestry Act of 2010, mangroves are designated as protected species, and therefore it is
illegal to destroy mangroves without prior permission from the Commissioner. In
addition to this, the EPA also encourages and works with communities and the public at
large to spread awareness on the importance of having intact mangrove ecosystems along

our coast.
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You can share your ideas and questions by sending letters to: “Our Earth,
Our Environment”, C/O ECEA Programme, Environmental Protection
Agency, Ganges Street, Sophia, GEORGETOWN, or email us at:
eit.epaguyana@gmail.com. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram and

subscribe to our YouTube channel.
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