What are some things that
Guyana is doing in relation
to Agricultural Biodiversity?
Environmental
Protection Agency

Guyana has acceded to the Biosafety
Protocol which would aid in the
conservation o f it s ’ a g r ic u l t u ra l
genetic re s ource .
The EPA is developing a Strategy to
assess the impacts of agricultural
activities on biodiversity.

Agricu ltu r al
B iod ivers ity and
t h e Co n v en t io n o n
B io lo gical
D ivers ity (U NCBD )

A Fisheries Management Plan has been
developed.
The Ministry of Agriculture has a strong
focus on improving breeds of livestock
to aid the industry’s growth and its
diversification.
There has been increased weed control
to improve drainage and irrigation.
There is an increased focus on
promoting cash crop farming.
There has been increased focus on
support services to small farmers.
A Draft National Policy and Regulations
on Access to Genetic Resources (ABS).

Environmental Protection
Agency
Ganges Street, Sophia,
Georgetown, Guyana.
Agricultural produce for sale at Stabroek
Market.

Phone: 592-225-5467/5472/6044/6068
Fax: 592 – 225- 5481
E-mail: epa@epaguyana.org

What is the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity
(UNCBD) about?
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is
an agreement among several countries to pro-

mote sustainable development.
The three main objectives of the Convention
are:

1.

Conservation of Biological Diversity.

2.

Sustainable use of its components.

3.

Fair and equitable sharing arising out of the
utilization of genetic resources.

The Convention was signed by 150 countries,
including Guyana, at the Rio Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in December 1992.
Guyana later ratified the Convention on August
29, 1994.
The
Environmental
Protection
Agency (EPA) is the National Focal Point for the

What is Agricultural Biodiversity?
Agricultural biodiversity is a broad term that includes
all components of biological diversity of relevance to

food and agriculture. It also includes all components of
biological diversity that support the ecosystems of
which agriculture is a part (agro-ecosystems):
the
variety and variability of animals, plants and micro-

organisms, at the genetic, species and ecosystem
levels, which are necessary to sustain key functions
of the agro-ecosystem, its structure and processes .
Agricultural Biodiversity itself has several major
dimensions. These include:

To enable more focused actions on specific
aspects of biodiversity, the CBD operates
through seven thematic programmes of
work. These are:
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that occurs in situ within agro-ecosystems often contributes to maintaining a dynamic port-

Genetic resources for food and agriculture,
including: microbial and fungal genetic resources,
pla nt and animal genetic resources.

2.

Components of agricultural b i o d i v e r s i t y t h a t
support t h e p r o v i s i o n
of e c o s y s t e m
s e r v i c e s u p o n which agriculture is based.

Why is it important?

These include a diverse range of organisms that
contribute, at various scales to: nutrient cycling,
pest
and
disease
regu lation,
pollination,
maintenance of hydrological cycle, and erosion
control.

Agricultural biodiversity provide s not on ly food and

3.

4.

Abiotic factors, which have a determining effect on
agricultural
biodiversity,
such
as
physical
landscapes within which agriculture occurs, or the
way in which agricultural activities influence

landscapes.
Socio-economic and cultural dimensions since
agricultural biodiversity is largely shaped by
human activities and management practices and
large numbers of people depend on agricultural
biodiversity for sustainable livelihoods. These
include: Cultural factors which influence the
sustainability of a g r ic u lt u r a l biodiversity, and
t r a d it io n a l and local knowledge of biodiversity.

1.

Forest Biodiversity.

2.

Agricultural Biodiversity.

3.

Inland Waters Biodiversity.

4.

Marine and Coastal Resources Biodiversity.

5.

Mountain Biodiversity.

6.

Island Biodiversity.

Agricultur al bio div ersi ty h as its distinct fe a-

7.

Dry and Sub-Humid lands Biodiversity.

tures and p ro bl ems which require dis tin ct
solutio ns. So m e distinct featu res i n clu de:

folio of agricultural biodiversity.

income but also raw materials for clothing, shelter,
medicines, breeding new varieties, and performs
other services such as maintenance of soil fertility
and biota, soil and water conservation, and
pollination, all of which are essential to hu- man
survival.

What does the Agricultural
Biodiversity Work Programme of the
CBD entail?
The goals of the work programme are:
1.

Promote the positive effects and mitigate the
negative impacts of agricultural practices on

There are also several “cross-cutting issues”,
which include: Traditional knowledge, Innovations and Practices, Invasive Alien Species, Ecosystem Approach, Protected Areas, etc.
This brochure provides information on
Agricultural Biodiversity programme area.
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Convention.
There are now 190 Parties to the Convention
who are committed towards achieving the
objectives of the Convention and the 2010
Biodiversity Target (to reduce significantly by
2010 the loss of biodiversity).
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Promote the con servation and sust ain able
potential value for food and agriculture.

3.

Promote the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising out of the utilisation of
genetic resources.

